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Cosgarne Supported Accommodation
Cosgarne Hall, 81 Truro Road, St. Austell, CORNWALL PL25 5JQ

Website:www.cosgarne.com
Email: support@cosgarne.com

Phone: 01726 74186

Working with Cosgarne Hall Ltd., a registered Charity
dedicated to the alleviation of homelessness among
vulnerable and socially excluded people in Cornwall by the
provision of Supported Accommodation in St. Austell.

Message from the Editor

It is important for any publicly funded service to tell the
public what it does with their money, and to try to find

ways of giving back something to the community in
return for its support, financial and otherwise.
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West Supported Housing Month, we threw open our
doors and a party atmosphere prevailed at Cosgarne
Hall for our Open Day, more about which on Page 2.
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and Members of the St. Austell Town Council to a tea
party at Cosgarne Hall, to ask for their views on our
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black hole into which our Residents disappear, but a
piece of green open space, where our residents are
hoping to complete an unfinished project started by
the old Restormel Borough Council, by adding flower
beds to bring colour to this important site at the
Western Gateway of St. Austell, close to Cosgarne Hall.
See Page 4.

It is also why we are always pleased when anyone
wants to come and visit us, to find out what we do and

to meet and talk to our Residents. Our doors are open
¢ please feel free to come in.

At our Open Day, one of our residents whose work was
included in the Art Club exhibition, asked if he could tell
visitors about his experience of life at Cosgarne Hall. It
takes a lot of guts to bare your soul in the way that
Richard has done and he has very generously allowed
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on Page 7.

Sadly, we have lost two friends recently. In July, we
learned of the death of Steve Taylor, a former resident
who had moved on to his own flat in St. Austell. Steve
was an incredibly talented artist, who had succumbed
to an alcohol addiction, the effects of which ultimately

took him from us at the early age of 55. His family have
very kindly allowed me to reproduce some of the very
moving words said at his funeral. See Page 5.

In August, Barbara Curra died, aged 82, in Treliske
Hospital after a short illness. Barbara had been known

to generations of Cosgarne Residents, having lived here
for 28 years, and was a familiar sight in St. Austell. She
leaves behind many memories of an extraordinary lady.

See page 6.



http://www.cosgarne.com/
mailto:support@cosgarne.com

Wednesday 28. June dawned grey and chill. There was rain in the ®it a very encouraging
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fortunately there was a bit of sunshine left over for us, too: after a couple of showers early on in the proceedings, tt
clouds cleared to reveal a blue sky, which set the tone for the rest of the day.
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threshold to learn a bit more about what we, and other Supporting People

|s|e fSC,"y  services, da@ how we spend the money that we are given from the public purse. A

il Nnumber of the Partnher Agenciesthe Probation Service and the Drug and Alcohol

- ® Team, to name but twe with whom we work came along to tell our visitors about

&= the way in which we all work together to provide what our clients need. Special
B thanks to Carol Baines, Marion Barton and Bob Crossland.

— & We were also joined by our friends from the Church of Light and Life, who support
¢ us very generously in so many ways throughout the year and on this occasior
g helped to provide the musical entertainment: Nikki and Pete brought their
& instruments along to join some of our Residents, Staff and even families of Staff, in
entertaining our visitors with a varied musical extravaganza, including the vocal
talents of our Support Team manager, Chris Abbott. Since the Open Day, Nikki ha
kindly founded a Guitar Club at Cosgarne Hall, which has gathered an enthusiasti

: = ~ following and has now extended an invitation to the residents of the Freshstart
The DAAT was one of several of ousroject to join in.

partners who came along to tell )
people how they work with us to A number of our Residents and for

support mutual clients Residents went to great efforts to feed o
visitors. Thanks to all involved, but spe(
mention should go to Paul and Claire, who run our cafe and served tea,
and soft drinks throughout the day; the other Paul who prepared a fant
selection of cold dishes all presented in a style of which any profes;
caterer would have been proud; Mohammed and his schsf, Matt, for the
wonderful and very authentic curries they produced; and James and his
of assistants who ran not one, but two barbecues.

Many of our visitors were ve i - .
impressed by the efforts of outVSaA RSy tldf Qa abyRe
residents in the gardens tof 10 for presentation. And they tasted
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which are used by many of the Residents in their daily cooking as well as ir
the Cafe. Although this is the work of our Residents, special mention must
go to Alan from the Church of Light and Life for the support and assistance
he has given to them over a long period; and to the Great Day Out team at
the Eden Project, whose

enthusiasm has been a fantastic
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on the stove number of those involved.

The Exhibition by the Cosgarne Art Club also attracted much attention and
praise, as well as a spread in the St. Austell Voice. We have some very gifted
artists among our Residents (including Richard who tells his story later on in
this issue) and their talents have been nurtured by the enthusiasm of Liz
Jupp, who is sadly leaving us at the end of this month.

A powerful and very moving tableau under a gazebo outside our front door,
showed visitors how two of our former Residents saw Cosgarne Hall ashth@iggrown vegetables from the Cosgarne
alternative to the life on the streets from which they had both come when Hall gardens



